April 28, 2019

PRELUDE
11:00

“Fanfare and Alleluia”
Handchimes

Douglas E. Wagner

WELCOME
OPENING WORDS
Ruth C. Duck
One:
Sing praises to God, you faithful, give thanks to the Holy One!
Many:
Weeping may linger for a night, but joy comes in the morning.
One:
You turn our weeping to dancing, God; you remove the garments of mourning and clothe us in gladness.
Many:
May we praise you and not be silent! We will give thanks to you, O God, forever!
One:
Christ lives. Let us share God’s abundance.
Many:
Christ lives. Let us care for God’s creation!
One:
Christ lives. Let us rejoice!
Many:
Christ lives. Let us worship God! Alleluia! Thanks be to God.

*OPENING HYMN

“Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

Tune: Regent Square

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Ruth C. Duck

We come before you, O God, in Easter joy, seeking to be a people of the resurrection. Be
known among us; assure us of your presence, your love, and your renewing power.
Through your Word and Spirit, reveal your purpose in our lives. We pray in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
*RESPONSE

“Halle, Halle, Halle”

Traditional

CHILDREN’S TIME
Following the story, young children are encouraged to remain in worship or they may go to the nursery (birth-3).
Attendance pads will be passed out at this time; please sign in so that we may celebrate that you were here.

WORD IN SONG
8:30

“Now the Green Blade Rises”

Bruce Vantine

Chancel Choir
11:00

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”

Douglas E. Wagner

Handchimes
SACRED READING

Luke 24:13-35

Two of the disciples were making their way to a village called Emmaus – which was about seven
miles from Jerusalem – discussing all that happened as they went.

While they were discussing these things, Jesus approached and began to walk along with them,
though they were kept from recognizing Jesus, who asked them “What are you two discussing as
you go your way?”
They stopped and looked sad. One of them, Cleopas by name, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened these past few days?”
Jesus said to them, “What things?”
They said, “About Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet powerful in word and deed in the eyes of God and
all the people – how our chief priests and leaders delivered him up to be condemned to death and
crucified him. We were hoping that he was the One who would set Israel free. Besides all this, today
– the third day since these things happened – some women of our group have just brought us some
astonishing news. They were at the tomb before dawn and didn’t find the body; they returned and

informed us that they had seen a vision of angels, who declared that Jesus was alive. Some of our
number went to the tomb and found it to be just as the women said, but they didn’t find Jesus.”
Then Jesus said to them, “What little sense you have! How slow you are to believe all that the
prophets have announced! Didn’t the Messiah have to undergo all this to enter into glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted for them every passage of scripture
which referred to the Messiah. By now they were near the village they were going to, and Jesus appeared to be going further. But they said eagerly, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening – the day is practically over.” So the savior went in and stayed with them.
After sitting down with them to eat, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, then broke the bread and
began to distribute it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized Jesus, who immediately vanished from their sight.
They said to one another, “Weren’t our hearts burning inside us as this one talked to us on the road
and explained the scriptures to us?” They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem, where
they found the Eleven and the rest of the company assembled. They were greeted with, “Christ has
risen! It’s true! Jesus has appeared to Simon!” Then the travelers recounted what had happened on
the road, and how they had come to know Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
One: For the marvelous blend of fact, myth, poetry, and story that is in scripture, we give thanks.
Many: May the Spirit open us to the wisdom we most need to hear.

SERMON
*HYMN

Rev. Al Schon

“Emmaus—Bound on Easter Day”

Tune: O Waly, Waly

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Believing that each joy and/or concern expressed is indeed a prayer, after
each expression, the worship leader will say: Loving God. And the people
may respond: Hear our prayer.
PRAYER This is a time for quiet reflection.
LORD’S PRAYER

Creator, hallowed be your name.
Your kin-dom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kin-dom, and the power,
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

8:30AM CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
INVITATION

AND

COMMUNION PRAYER based on our Theological Assumptions

Minister:
Many:

Come, Holy Spirit, and move among these elements assembled at this Table.

Through this sacrament, transform our hurt into healing, our fear into faith, and
death into life.

Minister:
Many:

As the grain, sown in hills and valleys, is harvested, and now becomes one in the loaf,

Liturgist:

As this juice, grown in vineyards under the sun, fills the cup, may we be filled and refreshed by
this meal,

Many:

and strengthened to respond to your call to reach out in compassion to all living
things.

Minister:
Many:

In sharing this meal we remember.

Minister:
Many:
Liturgist:

He took the bread and, giving thanks, blessed it and broke it and shared it.

Many:
All:

As we share the cup, we seek to experience that grace in which Jesus lived fully.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Bless this bread and bless this fruit of the vine.
Bless all of us in our eating and drinking
that our eyes might be opened,
that we might recognize the risen Christ
in our midst, indeed, in one another.
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

so we, scattered, diverse, separated and isolated from one another, hear your invitation to become one body around this Table, the center of our life together.

We remember meals Jesus shared with friends and enemies, outcasts and marginalized, fearful and earnest.
As we share the bread today, we eat it as those who seek to follow Jesus.
After the meal, Jesus took the cup. Giving thanks, he shared it, symbolizing a new relationship
with God, a relationship of partnership founded on grace.

The Congregation is invited to come forward by the center aisle, partake of the gluten-free bread and juice, and light
a candle in prayer. Catch the eye of a table host if you would prefer to be served at your seat.

8:30 RESPONSE

“Open My Eyes”

8:30 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Manibusab and Zaragoza

unknown

Gracious God, you have once again shown us your love
by bringing us to this meal.
We go from here renewed in faith,
renewed in courage,
and strengthened by your presence.
Thank you for loving us so tenderly.
Thank you for challenging us
to know you better and to receive you more fully. Amen
HOW SHALL WE DO GOD’S WORK IN THE WORLD?
We will open our ‘How Shall We Do God’s Work In The World’ time with an opportunity to give. The ushers will pass an
offering plate to you as you remain in your seats. We invite you to sing along to NCH #2 “Glory, Glory Hallelujah”,
1.Glory, Glory Hallelujah, 2. I feel better, so much better, 3. Feel like shouting Hallelujah!, 4. I am dancing Miriam’s dance
now

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Christine Rohloff

Gracious God, we give thanks. We ask your blessings on these gifts of time, talents and
treasure as we use them to do God’s work in the world. Amen

*HYMN

“Lord of All Hopefulness”

Tune: Slane

To families of young children at
Peace UCC
When God made children, they were
made with a little giggle, a little squirm,
and a whole lot of love. When you worship with us your children are invited to
sit at the front of the sanctuary. That way
they can see what is going on in church
and interact better with what Peace UCC
has to offer. When your children are here,
our building is filled with a joyful noise.
This is something for which we rejoice
and praise God. If your children start to
get restless please don’t leave. Stay and
continue worship because when you do
you show them that worship is something
important and that their presence is important to us. At times we know this can
be a struggle, but thank you for making
the effort.
1. There are activity bags for the young
children. They are available near the
sanctuary doors.
2. There is a rocking chair at the back of
the sanctuary that you can use. We
also have a nursery just outside of the
sanctuary. Ask someone and they will
give you directions.
3. We have changing tables in the nursery and downstairs in the bathroom by
the fellowship hall.
We understand the difficulty of worshipping with a little one. We hope that you
feel we are a Child-Loving church. Please
know that when your child gets fussy that
we are honored to have you with us today. Thank you for joining us in worship
today and I hope that you will join us
again.
Peace to you,
Pastor Wendy
Information on how we can do God’s
work in the world is available on the
table in the Narthex or electronically in
News & Notes.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

The deadline for submissions to our weekly publications, How Will We Do God’s Work in the
World and News & Notes, is Thursday morning at 10 a.m. If you are not receiving our weekly e-newsletter “News and Notes” and would
like to, please contact the church office.
Notes: Sources for words, images, and music are
noted where available. Permission to reprint
music and words from sources other than The
New Century Hymnal is granted under
OneLicense.net, license no. A-704973, and/or
LicenSing.org.

