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Welcome
Opening Words

adapted Mary Sue Gast

One: The Spirit of God calls to us, with sighs too deep for words.
The Spirit of God calls to us, claiming us,
Summoning us to become more than we now are.
Calling us by name. Each one of us: God’s children.
Opening Response NCH #32 "God of the Sparrow"

Invocation

Tune: Roeder

Margaret Gay MacKinnon Godfrey

Holy Spirit of God, who gathers the church into one body, gather us once again in your presence and
strengthen the bonds of affection that hold your people together. Bless us with grace to cooperate with
one another in love and service that we may be the signs of your uniting love to our fractured world.
Teach us to show compassion for those in need, to face challenges with imagination, and to counter disappointments with prayerful trust. So may your church bring forth your will and your reign. Amen

Word in Song Sue Clauss
Reading
Joshua 3:7-17
The Holy One said to Joshua, ‘This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may
know that I will be with you as I was with Moses. You are the one who shall command the priests who bear
the ark of the covenant, “When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the
Jordan.” ’ Joshua then said to the Israelites, ‘Draw near and hear the words of the Holy One your God.’
Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from
before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: the ark of the
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. So now select twelve men
from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of
the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from
above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.’
When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of the covenant
were in front of the people. Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the
edge of the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the
city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing towards the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly
cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground,
the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Holy One stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.

For the wisdom contained in these words we give thanks. Amen.

Sermon Rev. Wendy Bruner
Hymn NCH #18 "Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer"

Tune: CWM Rhondda

Joys and Concerns
Prayer
Creator, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kin-dom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kin-dom, and the power,
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
How Shall We Join God’s Work in the World
Gracious God, we give thanks.
We ask your blessings on these gifts of time,
talent, and treasure as we use them to join
Your work in the world. Amen
Closing
Postlude
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